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Condition Summary of condition Relevant section 

evidence to the department, within 6 months of 
the approval of the OS-OAMP.  

with the Department an 
alternative location was 
required. Hence the submission 
of Rev O of the OAMP on 29 
November 2022.  

Refer to Appendix B for suitably 
qualified ecologist CVs. 

Refer to section 2.2 for 
responses to the policy 
principles. 

Condition 5  The approval holder must not impact more than 
120 ha of Ornamental Snake (Denisonia 
maculata) habitat unless the OS-OAMP has 
been approved by the Minister in writing. 

Noted, a maximum of 120 ha of 
Ornamental Snake habitat has 
been impacted to date. 

Shapefiles of the impacted 
areas have been provided to 
DCCEEW by Stanmore. 

Condition 6 For every hectare of Ornamental Snake 
(Denisonia maculata) habitat impacted prior to 
approval of the OS-OAMP (i.e.. prior clearance), 
the approval holder must provide an offset in 
addition to the offset for the total impact to the 
Ornamental Snake (Denisonia maculata) habitat.  

Note: Condition 6 requires the area of habitat to 
be input into the impact calculator of the Offsets 
assessment guide to be the total area of habitat 
impacted plus prior clearance (<173.5 ha + prior 
clearance).   

All 120 ha has been impacted to 
date and as such, the total area 
requiring offsets is 293.5 ha 
(e.g. 173.5 ha plus 120 ha). 

Refer to section 4.3  

2.1.1.2 Condition 7 

Condition 7 of the EPBC Act approval relates to the requirements of the Ornamental Snake OAMP. 
These conditions and where they have been addressed in the OAMP are outlined in Table 3. 

Table 3: EPBC Act approval conditions 7 addressed as part of this OAMP 

Condition Summary of condition Relevant section 

Condition 7 
(a)  

Details to demonstrate how the offset(s) 
proposed compensates for the impacts to 
Ornamental Snake (Denisonia maculata) habitat 
and any prior clearance in accordance with the 
Environmental offsets policy. 

Refer to section 4.3, 5.0 and 5.1 

Condition 7 
(b) 

A description of the offset(s), including location, 
size, condition, environmental values present 
and surrounding land uses. 

Refer to section 4.3 

Condition 7 
(c) 

Relevant baseline data and other supporting 
evidence, including results from field validation 
surveys and quantifiable ecological data, that 
documents the presence or likely presence of 
the Ornamental Snake (Denisonia maculata) and 

Refer to sections 3.2.1.5, 4.3 
and Appendix D  
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Condition Summary of condition Relevant section 
the quality of the Ornamental Snake (Denisonia 
maculata) habitat within the offset area(s). 

Condition 7 
(d) 

An assessment of the site habitat quality 
score(s). 

Refer to section 4.3 

Condition 7 
(e) 

Details of how the offset area(s) will provide 
connectivity with other habitats and biodiversity 
corridors and / or will contribute to a larger 
strategic offset for the Ornamental Snake 
(Denisonia maculata). 

Refer to section 4.3 

Condition 7 
(f) 

A description and maps (including shapefiles) to 
clearly define the location and boundaries of the 
offset area(s), accompanied by the offset 
attributes (including physical address of the 
offset area(s), coordinates of the boundary 
points in decimal degrees and the size of the 
environmental offsets in hectares). 

Refer to section 4.3 

Condition 7 
(g) 

Specific offset completion criteria derived from 
the site habitat quality score to demonstrate the 
improvement in the habitat quality score for 
Ornamental Snake in the offset area(s) over the 
period of effect of this approval. 

Refer to section 5.1 

Condition 7 
(h) 

Details of the management actions (including 
timing, frequency, duration and method of 
outcome measurement), to be carried out to 
meet the offset completion criteria (the 
management actions proposed must be 
consistent with the Environmental management 
plan guidelines and the approved conservation 
advice). 

Refer to section 5.0 and 6.0 

Condition 7 
(i) 

Interim performance targets that set targets at 5-
yearly intervals for expected progress towards 
the completion criteria set in condition 7 (g). 

Refer to section 5.1 

Condition 7 
(j) 

Details of the nature, timing and frequency of 
monitoring to inform progress against achieving 
the interim performance targets (the frequency of 
monitoring must be sufficient to track progress 
towards each set of milestones, sufficient to 
determine whether the offset area(s) is / likely to 
achieve those milestones in adequate time to 
implement all necessary corrective actions). 

Refer to section 5.1 

Condition 7 
(k) 

Timing for the implementation of corrective 
actions if monitoring activities indicate the interim 
performance targets have not been achieved. 

Refer to section 7.0 

Condition 7 
(l) 

A risk analysis and a risk management and 
mitigation strategy for all risks to the successful 
implementation of the OS-OAMP and timely 
achievement of the offset completion criteria, 

Refer to section 9.0 
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Criteria for likely presence  Relevant section in this document 

Leaf litter presence, density, and depth section 4.2.3, Appendix C, and Appendix F of the 
EAR in Appendix D 

Herbs, forbs and shrub presence and density section 4.2.3 and Appendix C of the EAR in 
Appendix D 

Presence and abundance of weed species section 4.2.3, section 4.2.4, and Appendix C of 
the EAR in Appendix D 

Tree and shrub canopy cover estimate section 4.2.3 and Appendix C of the EAR in 
Appendix D 

Quality of habitat attributes measured for each 
Regional Ecosystem (RE) type using 
BioCondition Benchmarks 

section 4.2.3 and Appendix C of the EAR in 
Appendix D 

Gilgais / cracking clays 

Presence and type of gilgais  section 4.2.10 and Appendix F of the EAR in 
Appendix D 

Absence/presence of vegetation and 
vegetation described noting effects of 
vegetation and root systems binding cracking 
clays 

section 4.2.2, section 4.2.3, Figure 3 and 
Appendix C of the EAR in Appendix D 

Cracking clay soils  section 4.2.10 and Appendix F of the EAR in 
Appendix D 

Cracking clay soils content described (eg. clay 
/silt /sand) 

section 4.2.10 and Appendix F of the EAR in 
Appendix D 

Presence/absence of disturbance section 4.2.3, section 4.2.4, section 4.2.6 section, 
4.2.7 section, 4.2.8, section 4.2.9 section 4.2.10, 
and Appendix F of the EAR in Appendix D 

 

Current inundation of cracking clay soils at time 
of survey and estimate the total area 
supporting cracking clay soils 

section 4.2.10 and Appendix F of the EAR in 
Appendix D 

2.1.1.4 Condition 10 and 12 

Conditions 8 and 9 of the EPBC Act approval relates to reporting on the offset area in reaching the 
interim performance targets and completion criteria, respectively. Conditions 10 and 12 of the EPBC Act 
approval relates to legally securing the offset. These conditions and where they have been addressed 
are outlined in Table 5. 
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Table 5: EPBC Act approval conditions 10 and 12 addressed as part of this OAMP 

Condition  Summary of condition Relevant sections 

Condition 8 Within 60 business days after the end of each 5 
year period from the date of implementation of the 
OAMP, until the expiry of this approval, the 
approval holder must submit to the department, and 
publish on the website for the remainder of the 
period of the approval, a report that assesses 
progress towards achieving and maintaining the 
completion criteria specified in the OAMP and 
approved OS-OAMP. 

Refer to Table 18 

Condition 9 Within 60 business days of the 20th anniversary of 
the date of implementation of the OAMP and the 
OS-OAMP, the approval holder must submit a 
report that provides evidence substantiating 
whether the offset area(s) has/have fully achieved 
and maintained the completion criteria. If all 
completion criteria have not been achieved within 
20 years from the date of implementation of the 
OAMP and the OS-OAMP, the approval holder 
must provide, within 6 months, additional 
environmental offsets approved by the Minister in 
writing consistent with the Environmental offsets 
policy. 

Refer to Table 18 

Condition 10  The approval holder must legally secure the offset 
area(s) described in the OAMP and approved OS-
OAMP within 12 months of the approval of the 
associated plan. The OAMP and approved OS-
OAMP must be attached to the legal mechanism 
used to legally secure the associated offset area(s). 

Refer to section 4.6 

Condition 11 The approval holder must provide evidence to the 
department within 5 business days of the legal 
mechanism being executed. 

Refer to section 4.6 

Condition 12 The legal mechanism used to legally secure the 
offset area(s) described in the OAMP and approved 
OS-OAMP must remain in force from the date of 
obtaining legal security and for at least the 
remaining period of effect of this approval. 

Refer to section 4.6 

 

Under the EPBC Act Environmental Offsets Policy, offsets are required where a residual impact is likely 
to occur after avoidance, mitigation and management measures have been undertaken. For this project, 
offsets for residual impacts are to be legally secured for the Ornamental Snake as outlined in Table 1. 
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significant number of individuals are present, or important resources (such as nest sites, roost caves, 
major food sources) are present, or where important movement corridors for breeding and/or non-
�E�U�H�H�G�L�Q�J�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���P�L�J�U�D�W�R�U�\�����L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�V���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�L�H�G�´ (DES, 2020). 

On-ground ecological assessments determined an abundance of suitable habitat for the Ornamental 
Snake including shelter habitat in the form of woody debris, leaf litter and cracking clay soils, and 
foraging habitat in the form of interconnected gilgais of varying size and structure. Furthermore, the 
vegetation communities on site are known to support the Ornamental Snake when the full spectrum of 
habitat requirements are considered. Further, these habitats are also known to support their prey 
species. A full account of on ground vegetation communities and habitat values is accessible in Table 
10 of Appendix D. 

3.2.1.6 Key Threats 

The primary threats to the Ornamental Snake are historical broad-scale habitat clearing for grazing and 
habitat degradation by cattle, particularly around gilgai habitats (Cogger, 2000; TSSC, 2014; Cogger, et 
al., 1993) combined with ongoing habitat loss for agriculture and development (Cogger, et al., 1993). 
Feral Pigs are also of great concern, given their degradation of wet areas, competition for frog prey 
(TSSC, 2014) and potential predation on snakes they encounter. Additional threats include alteration of 
landscape hydrology and water quality in gilgai environments (which affect the primary prey species of 
the Ornamental Snake), invasive weeds, and predation by feral predators (Foxes and cats) (ELA, 2015).   
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