
 

 

             

 

 
 

Client Stanmore IP Coal 
 

Reference 
 

 

 

J0053 

  

Isaac Downs - Offset Area 

Management Plan: EPBC 2019/8413 

Stanmore IP South Pty Ltd 

 

 
 

 



i 
 

  ID Offset Area Management Plan           

Document Control  

Title  Isaac Plains East Extension Offset Area Management Plan 

Job Number  J0053 

Client  Stanmore IP South Pty Ltd 

Document Issue

Issue  Date Prepared By  Reviewed /Approved By  

REV A: CLIENT REVIEW 

1 

26/03/2021 Craig Streatfeild/Isaac Witten Craig Streatfeild/Richard 

Oldham 

REV B: CLIENT REVIEW 
2 

26/03/2021 Craig Streatfeild Richard Oldham 

REV O: DAWE 

SUBMISSION 

9/04/2021 Craig Streatfeild Richard Oldham 

REV O1: REVISED 
VERSION FOR DAWE 

COMMENT 

26/11/2021 Craig Streatfeild/Brandon 
Hourigan 

Richard Oldham 

REV O2: DAWE 
RESPONSE 

7/12/2021 Craig Streatfeild/Brandon 
Hourigan 

Richard Oldham 

REV O3: FINAL DAWE 
RESPONSE 

14/12/2021 Craig Streatfeild/Brandon 
Hourigan 

Richard Oldham 

 

 

 

  
 
 
  



ii 
 

  ID Offset Area Management Plan           

Table of Contents 
Approval Holder Declaration iv 
Abbreviations v 
1.0 Introduction 1 

 Background 1 
 Report Scope and Purpose 2 

2.0 Regulatory Framework 7 
 Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 �± 

Commonwealth 7 
 Policy Principles 7 

3.0 Biodiversity Values Requiring Offsets 9 
 Impact Assessment Ecological Survey Effort 9 
 MNES Requiring Offsets 11 

 Koala (Phascolarctos cinereus) 11 
 Greater Glider (Petauroides volans) 13 
 Squatter Pigeon - southern sub-species (Geophaps scripta 

scripta) 14 
4.0 Proposed Offsets 21 

 Habitat Quality Methodology and Scoring 21 
 Impact Area Assessments 23 
 Overview of Offset Property and Offset Area 26 

 Offset Area Habitat Quality 27 
 EPBC Offset Area Calculator Attributes 31 

 Property Details 40 
 Registered Interests 40 
 Offset Area Protection Mechanism 40 
 Environmental Offsets Framework 41 
 Additional Management and Protection 42 

5.0 Management Objectives 44 
 Completion Criteria and Interim Performance Targets 45 

6.0 Management Actions 49 
 Access and Fencing 58 
 Vehicles 58 
 Vegetation Clearing 58 
 Grazing Management 59 
 Fire Management 59 
 Pest Animal Management 60 
 Weed Management 61 

7.0 Monitoring 63 
 General Site and Visual Inspections 63 
 Habitat Quality Monitoring Sites 63 
 Habitat Quality and Fauna Monitoring 66 
 Photo Point Monitoring 68 
 Weeds 68 
 Feral Animals 69 
 Fuel Loads 69 

8.0 Data Management, Reporting, Implementation and Auditing 70 
 Data Management 70 
 Reporting 70 
 Implementation 70 
 Auditing and Review 77 

9.0 Risk Assessment 78 
10.0 References 96 



iii 
 

  ID Offset Area Management Plan           

 Appendix A 
Suitably Qualified Persons A 

 Appendix B 
Habitat Quality Ecological Report �± Offset Area B 

 Appendix C 
Offset Site Habitat Quality Scores C 

 Appendix D 
EPBC Offset Calculator Results D 

 Appendix E 
Regional Ecosystem Fire Management Guidelines E 



Approval Holder Declaration

I declare that

I. To the best of my knowledge, all the information contained in, or accompanying this Biodiversity
Offset Management Plan that was supplied by the proponent is complete, current and correct.

2.1 am duly authorised to sign this declaration on behalf of the approval holder
3.1 am aware that

a. Section 490 of the Environment Protection and Biodrversity Conservation Act I999 (EPBC Act)
makes it an offence for an approval holder to provide information in response to an approval condition
where the person is reckless as to whether the information is false or misleading
b. Section 491 of the EPBC Act makes it an offence for a person to provide information or documents
to specified persons who are known by the person to be performing a duty or carrying out a function
under the EPBC Act or the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Regulations 2000
where the person knows the information or document is false or misleading
c. The above offence punish able o on VCtion by imprisonment, a fine or both

Signed

Full na

Organisation

I,^' I^^ ,,.^, 4^
>;--~'^,,^-^' I I^' ,s',.,* ,,,

171 IQ. , z. ---'Date

I'^^ ^.. IO

BASE/ ID Offset Area Management Plan



 

v 

  ID Offset Area Management Plan            

Abbreviations 

Abbreviation  Description  

ABN Australian Business Number 

ACN Australian Corporation Number 

BPA Biodiversity Planning Assessment 

BVG Broad Vegetation Group 

DAF Department of Agriculture and Fisheries 

DAWE Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment 

DBH Diameter at Breast Height 

DEHP Department of Environment and Heritage Protection 

DES Department of Environment and Science 

DEWHA Department of Environment, Heritage, Water and The Arts 

DNRME Department of Natural Resources, Mines and Energy 

DNR Department of Natural Resources 

DoE Department of Environment 

DoEE Department of The Environment and Energy 

EDL Ecologically Dominant Layer 

EO Act Environmental Offsets Act 2014 

EPBC Act Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 

ha Hectares 

km Kilometres 

MNES Matters of National Environmental Significance 

m Metres 

NC Act Nature Conservation Act 1992 

OAMP Offset Area Management Plan 

RE Regional Ecosystem 

SPRAT Species Profile and Threats Database 

VM Act Vegetation Management Act 1999 



1 
 

  ID Offset Area Management Plan           
 

1.0 Introduction  
Base Consulting Group (Base) was commissioned by Stanmore IP South Pty Ltd 
(Stanmore) to prepare this Offset Area Management Plan (OAMP) to address potential 
offset obligations for impacts to listed Commonwealth fauna species from operations at the 
proposed Isaac Downs (ID) Project (the Project). This OAMP has been prepared to support 
a referral for the Project under the Commonwealth Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act). DAWE notified Stanmore that the Project would be a 
controlled action and assessed via the bilateral agreement with Queensland on 14 May 2019 
(EPBC: 2019/8413). An environmental impact statement (EIS) Assessment Report, under 
the Queensland Environmental Protection Act 1994 (EP Act) was issued on 03/03/2021, 
completing the assessment process for the EIS subject to the bilateral agreement. 

Stanmore IP Coal Pty Ltd (IP Coal), a separate subsidiary of Stanmore, operates the Isaac 
Plains Mine (IPM) (Refer to Figure 2) on granted mining lease (ML) 70342, ML 700016, ML 
700017, ML 700018 and ML 700019, subject to an existing environmental authority (EA). 
These mining leases encompass the Isaac Plains East (IPE) and Isaac Plains East 
Extension (IPEE) mining areas and are located immediately to the north of the ID Project.  

�$�V�� �S�D�U�W�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �6�W�D�Q�P�R�U�H�¶�V�� �H�[�L�V�W�L�Q�J�� �,�3�(�� �D�Q�G�� �,�3�(�(�� �S�U�R�M�H�F�W�V�� �D�Q�G�� �W�R�� �D�G�G�U�H�V�V�� �W�K�H��
�&�R�P�P�R�Q�Z�H�D�O�W�K�¶�V�� �U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W�V���� �2�$�0�3�V�� �Z�H�U�H�� �G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�H�G�� �D�Q�G�� �D�S�S�U�R�Y�H�G for the same 
property (Mt Spencer station) as proposed for this OAMP. The ID OAMP (version provided 
to the Department of Agriculture, Water and Environment (DAWE) on 09/04/2021) was 
approved as part of the approval for the ID Project by DAWE on 26/05/2021. The shape of 
the approved offset area at Mt Spencer station has been amended to reflect the practical 
realities of fence line installation.  

The previously mapped fence line with the adjacent State Forest has been amended which 
removed approximately 124 ha within the existing offset area. Therefore, the existing offset 
area boundary required amending to accommodate an additional 124 ha which has been 
added to the south-western boundary. This version of the OAMP outlines the modified 
offsets area and the revised habitat quality scores for the revised offsets area. The additional 
area was previously surveyed during the habitat quality assessments undertaken in July and 
October 2020. No changes to the habitat quality score or the previously approved offset 
area of 610 ha has occurred.  

The OAMP includes habitat mapping, habitat quality scores and the locations of the 
observed MNES that require offsetting within the revised offset area of 610 ha within Lot 4 
SP277438. Management actions, performance criteria and competition criteria for the offset 
area are also outlined and remained unchanged from the previously approved OAMP.   

 Background  

The Project is located approximately 10 km south-east of Moranbah township in central 
Queensland (refer to Figure 1). ML applications 700046, 700047 and 700048 have been 
made for the Project. The Project MLs and EA will extend over parts of MDL 137, EPC 755, 
EPC 728 and EPC 548 and the Project area is shown on Figure 2. 

The Project involves the following components: 

�x Open cut metallurgical coal mine; 

�x In-pit and out of pit spoil dumps; 

�x Flood protection levee; 

�x Mine infrastructure area (MIA); 

�x Water management infrastructure including mine water dam, sediment dams and 
clean water diversion; 
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�x Access road from the Peak Downs Highway;  

�x Linear infrastructure corridors to connect the Project to the existing Isaac Plains Mine 
on ML 70342 (Figure 2) with a ROM coal haul road, power supply and water pipelines 
(linear infrastructure); and  

�x Use of existing Isaac Plains Mine CHPP, tailings management systems, and train 
load out facility. 

 Report Scope and Purpose  

The ID Project is immediately south of the previously approved IPE and IPEE projects. The 
assessment of significance of residual impacts (prepared for the Project EIS) for the ID 
Project (EcoSM, 2020a; b) identified that the MNES for which offsets are likely required are 
the same as those required for the IPE and IPEE projects (Koala, Greater Glider and 
Squatter Pigeon). 

The purpose of this OAMP is to offset significant residual impacts to the Koala, Greater 
Glider and Squatter Pigeon (breeding and foraging habitat) for the Project. This OAMP 
proposes to legally secure offset areas within Mt Spencer Station (Figure 3) as an offset for 
residual impacts to 131.9 ha of Koala habitat, 120.9 of Greater Glider habitat and 122.1 of 
Squatter Pigeon habitat (comprising 66.6 ha of breeding habitat and 55.5 ha of foraging 
habitat) (refer to Table 1). While this OAMP focuses on offsetting the ID Project, the 
proposed offsets area is part of a larger strategic offset area within Lot 4SP277438 which in 
turn, is part of the wider Mt Spencer Station (Figure 3). This larger approximately 3000ha 
strategic offsets area also provides offsets for impacts to the Koala, Greater Glider and 
Squatter Pigeon for the IPE and IPEE Projects (Figure 3).  

Although significant impacts requiring offsets are likely to occur for the Ornamental Snake, 
Mt Spencer Station and Lot 4SP222438 does not contain the request habitat to offset these 
matters. As such, any required offsets for the Ornamental Snake will be addressed in a 
separate OAMP. 

�6�W�D�Q�P�R�U�H�¶�V�� �,�3�(�(�� �S�U�R�M�H�F�W���Z�D�V���D�S�S�U�R�Y�H�G���E�\�� �'�$�:�(�� �L�Q���'�H�F�H�P�E�H�U������������ ���(�3�%�&���������������������� 
and the IPEE approval included approval of an OAMP. The IPEE offset area is in the north 
and north-west portion of Lot 4SP277438. Immediately south of and adjoining the IPEE 
offset area is the proposed IPE offset area and the IPE offsets management plan is currently 
being assessed by DAWE. The ID offset area adjoins the IPE offsets area and extends to 
the south, south-east of the IPE offsets boundary into the central part of Lot 4SP277438. 

This OAMP proposes ongoing management and monitoring of the offset area to satisfy the 
requirements of the Commonwealth�¶�V�� �2�I�I�V�H�W�� �3�R�O�L�F�\��and expected approval conditions. In 
accordance with the Commonwealth Offset Policy, management of the offset area in 
accordance with this plan is for a 20 year period.  

Table 1 MNES impacted by the Project for whic h offsets will be delivered  

MNES EPBC Act status  Impact area 
requiring offsets 
(ha) 

Required offset 
area (ha)  

Koala (Phascolarctos cinereus) Vulnerable 131.9 610 

Greater Glider (Petauroides 
volans)  

Vulnerable 120.9 560 

Squatter Pigeon (Southern) 
(Geophaps scripta scripta) 

Vulnerable Breeding (66.6) 

Foraging (55.5) 

Total 122.1 ha 

565 
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Detailed ecological field investigations of the impact area have been undertaken to support 
the ID approvals process (i.e. as part of the approved EIS). As part of these investigations, 
habitat quality assessments were undertaken to inform the offset requirements for the ID 
Project.   
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