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Basis of Report  
This report has been prepared by SLR Consulting Australia (SLR) with all reasonable skill, 
care and diligence, and taking account of the timescale and resources allocated to it by 
agreement with Stanmore IP South Pty Ltd (the Client). Information reported herein is based 
on the interpretation of data collected, which has been accepted in good faith as being 
accurate and valid. 

This report is for the exclusive use of the Client. No warranties or guarantees are expressed 
or should be inferred by any third parties. This report may not be relied upon by other parties 
without written consent from SLR. 

SLR disclaims any responsibility to the Client and others in respect of any matters outside 
the agreed scope of the work. 
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Figure 1: Site Context  
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Figure 2: Site Setting  



































 

 

Appendix A  EPBC Approval 
2019/8413



 
 
VARIATION OF CONDITIONS ATTACHED TO APPROVAL  
Isaac Downs Project, near Moranbah, Queensland (EPBC 2019/8413) 
 
This decision to vary conditions of approval is made under section 143 of the Environment Protection 
and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act). 

Approved action 

Person to whom the 
approval is granted  
 

Stanmore IP South Pty Ltd 
 
ABN: 96 625 536 094 

Approved action To develop and operate an open cut coal mine and associated 
infrastructure approximately 10 km south-east of Moranbah, 
Queensland. 

Variation 

Variation of conditions 
attached to approval 

The variation is: 
 
Delete Attachment 1 attached to the approval and substitute with 
the Attachment 1 attached to this notice.   
 

Date of effect This variation has effect on the date the instrument is signed 

Person authorised to make decision 

Name and position Kim Farrant 
Assistant Secretary 
Environment Assessments (Vic, Tas) and Post Approvals Branch                                                                         

Signature 
 

 
 
 

Date of decision 24 March 2022 
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Date of 
decision  

Part A - Conditions specific to the action 

Environmental offsets policy; 

b. a description of the offset(s), including location, size, condition, 
environmental values present and surrounding land uses; 

c. relevant baseline data and other supporting evidence, including 
results from field validation surveys and quantifiable ecological 
data, that documents the presence or likely presence of the 
Ornamental Snake (Denisonia maculata) and the quality of the 
Ornamental Snake (Denisonia maculata) habitat within the 
offset area(s); 

d. an assessment of the site habitat quality score(s); 

e. details of how the offset area(s) will provide connectivity with 
other habitats and biodiversity corridors and/or will contribute 
to a larger strategic offset for the Ornamental Snake 
(Denisonia maculata); 

f. a description and maps (including shapefiles) to clearly define 
the location and boundaries of the offset area(s), accompanied 
by the offset attributes (including physical address of the offset 
area(s), coordinates of the boundary points in decimal degrees 
and the size of the environmental offsets in hectares); 

g. specific offset completion criteria derived from the site habitat 
quality score to demonstrate the improvement in the habitat 
quality score for Ornamental Snake in the offset area(s) over the 
period of effect of this approval 

h. details of the management actions (including timing, frequency, 
duration and method of outcome measurement), to be carried 
out to meet the offset completion criteria (the management 
actions proposed must be consistent with the Environmental 
management plan    guidelines and the approved conservation 
advice); 

i. interim performance targets that set targets at 5-yearly 
intervals for expected progress towards the completion 
criteria set in condition 7.g; 

j. details of the nature, timing and frequency of monitoring to inform 
progress against achieving the interim performance targets (the 
frequency of monitoring must be sufficient to track progress 
towards each set of milestones, and sufficient to determine 
whether the offset area(s) is/are likely to achieve those 
milestones in adequate time to implement all necessary 
corrective actions); 

k. timing for the implementation of corrective actions if 
monitoring activities indicate the interim performance targets 
have not been achieved; 

l. a risk analysis and a risk management and mitigation strategy for 
all risks to the successful implementation of the OS-OAMP and 
timely achievement of the offset completion criteria, including for 
if the offset fails to achieve and maintain the completion criteria; 
and 

m. the legal mechanism that will be used for legally securing the 
offset area(s), such that legal security remains in force over the 
offset area for at least the period of effect of this approval. 
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Date of 
decision  

Part A - Conditions specific to the action 

 Offset implementation Reporting 

Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

8)  Within 60 business days after the end of each 5 year period from 
the date of implementation of the OAMP, until the expiry of this 
approval, the approval holder must submit to the department, and 
publish on the website for the remainder of the period of the 
approval, a report that assesses progress towards achieving and 
maintaining the completion criteria specified in the OAMP and 
approved OS-OAMP. The report must: 
 

a. detail performance achieved against all interim performance 
targets in the period since the date of implementation with 
more detail in respect of the period since the last report; 

b. describe the results and effectiveness of all management 
actions implemented during the period the subject of that 
report; 

c. include all monitoring results, including all confirmed sightings of 
listed threatened species in a format consistent with the 
Guidelines for biological survey and mapped data; and 

d. detail any interim performance targets not met and describe all 
corrective actions taken and evaluate their effectiveness. 

Once the completion criteria are achieved, they must be maintained by 
the approval holder for the remainder of the duration of this approval. 

Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

9) Within 60 business days of the 20th anniversary of the date of 
implementation of the OAMP and the OS-OAMP, the approval 
holder must submit a report that provides evidence substantiating 
whether the offset area(s) has/have fully achieved and 
maintained the completion criteria. If all completion criteria 
have not been achieved within 20 years from the date of 
implementation of the OAMP and the OS-OAMP, the approval 
holder must provide, within 6 months, additional environmental 
offsets approved by the Minister in writing consistent with the 
Environmental offsets policy. 

 Legal Securing of Environmental Offsets 

Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

10) The approval holder must legally secure the offset area(s) 
described in the OAMP and approved OS-OAMP within 12 
months of the approval of the associated plan. The OAMP and 
approved OS OAMP must be attached to the legal mechanism 
used to legally secure the associated offset area(s). 

Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

11) The approval holder must provide evidence to the department 
within 5 business days of the legal mechanism being executed. 

Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

12) The legal mechanism used to legally secure the offset area(s) 
described in the OAMP and approved OS-OAMP must remain in 
force from the date of obtaining legal security and for at least 
the remaining period of effect of this approval. 

 Significant Species Management Plan 
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Date of 
decision  

Part A - Conditions specific to the action 

Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

13) The approval holder must implement the Significant Species 
Management Plan (SSMP) for the duration of mining 
activities. 

 Conservation of the Koala and Greater Glider in the Bowen Basin 

Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

14) The approval holder must contribute a single payment 
equivalent to the value of $23,000 (GST exclusive and indexed 
in line with CPI on the date of this approval) to a program 
specified by the Minister in writing where the contribution will be 
used for the better protection and long-term conservation of the 
Koala (Phascolarctos cinereus) and Greater Glider (Petauroides 
volans) in the Bowen Basin. 

Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

15) Within 3 months of the date the Minister specifies the program 
described in condition 14, the approval holder must provide 
notice to the department, with documentary evidence, that the 
payment required under condition 14 has been made. 

 Groundwater Dependent Ecosystems (GDEs) 

Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

16) The approval holder must implement the GDE Management 
and Monitoring Plan for at least the duration of this approval. 

Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

17) The approval holder must submit a revised GDE Management 
and Monitoring Plan (GDEMMP) for the written approval of the 
Minister within 2.5 years from the date of this approval. The 
revised GDEMMP must be adjusted to include the raw baseline 
data and to set the trigger values and disturbance thresholds. 
The approval holder must implement the revised GDEMMP as 
approved by the Minister within 12 months of submitting to the 
Minister. 

Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

18) If the approval holder detects that a trigger value has been 
reached or exceeded, the approval holder must report this to the 
department within 5 business days of the detection. Unless 
evidence can be provided, to the Minister's satisfaction, that the 
trigger value exceedance is not attributable to mining activities, 
corrective actions must be implemented within 60 business days 
of the detection. 

Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

19) If corrective actions fail to halt or reverse impacts to GDEs 
within 24 months from the detection of a trigger level being 
reached or exceeded, and a disturbance threshold has been 
exceeded, the approval holder must submit a GDE Offset 
Strategy within 6 months for the written approval of the Minister. 
The approval holder must implement the approved GDE Offset 
Strategy within 12 months of submitting to the Minister. 

Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

20) Provided no trigger value has been reached or exceeded under 
condition 18, resulting in the requirement for a GDE Offset 
Strategy under condition 19, the approval holder must, within 6 
months of completing follow-up surveys, submit a report to 
the Minister that provides: 

a. a summary memorandum detailing the current habitat quality 
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Date of 
decision  

Part A - Conditions specific to the action 

score of the GDEs; 

b. a comparison of the follow-up surveys to the baseline GDE 
dataset provided in the approved revised GDEMMP, to identify 
any significant departure from the habitat quality score and/or                
extent of GDEs when compared to these metrics prior to the 
commencement of the action; and 

c. commitments to any future monitoring requirements. 

 

 Part B - Standard administrative conditions 

 Notification of Date of Commencement of the Action 

Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

21) The approval holder must notify the department in writing of the 
date of commencement of the action within 10 business days 
after the date of the commencement of the action. 

Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

22) If the commencement of the action does not occur within 5 years 
from the date of this approval, then the approval holder must not 
commence the action without the prior written agreement of the 
Minister. 

 
Compliance Records 

Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

23) The approval holder must maintain accurate and complete compliance 
records. 

Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

24) If the department makes a request in writing, the approval holder 
must provide electronic copies of compliance records to the 
department within the timeframe specified in the request. 

Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

Note: Compliance records may be subject to audit by the department 
or an independent auditor in accordance with section 458 of the EPBC 
Act, and or used to verify compliance with the conditions. Summaries of 
the result of an audit may be published on the department's website or 
through the general media. 

 
Submission and Publication of Plans 

Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

25) The approval holder must: 
a. submit plans electronically to the department; 

b. unless otherwise agreed to in writing by the Minister, publish each 
plan on the website within 20 business days of the date of: 

i. this approval, if the approved version of the plan is specified in 
these conditions, or 

ii. the date a plan has been approved by the Minister in writing, if 
the plan requires the approval of the Minister; 

c. exclude or redact sensitive ecological data or commercial or 
personal data from plans published on the website or provided to a 
member of the public; and 

d. keep plans published on the website until the end date of this 
approval. 
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 Part B - Standard administrative conditions 

Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

26) The approval holder must ensure that any monitoring data 
(including sensitive ecological data), surveys, maps, and other 
spatial and metadata required under all plans is prepared in 
accordance with the Guidelines for biological survey and 
mapped data, or subsequent revision, and submitted electronically 
to the department in accordance with the requirements of those 
plans. 

 Annual Compliance Reporting 

Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

27) The approval holder must prepare a compliance report for each 
12 month period following the date of commencement of the 
action, or otherwise in accordance with an annual date that has 
been agreed to in writing by the Minister. The approval holder 
must: 

a. publish each compliance report on the website within 
60 business days following the relevant 12 month period; 

b. notify the department by email that a compliance report 
has been published on the website and provide the 
weblink for the compliance report within five business 
days of the date of publication; 

c. keep all compliance reports publicly available on the 
website until this approval expires; 

d. exclude or redact sensitive ecological data or commercial or 
personal data from compliance reports published on the 
website; and 

e. where any sensitive ecological data has been excluded 
from the version published, submit the full compliance 
report to the department within 5 business days of 
publication. 

Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

Note: Compliance reports may be published on the department's website. 

 Reporting Non-compliance 

Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

28) The approval holder must notify the department in writing of any: 
incident; non-compliance with the conditions; or non-compliance 
with the commitments made in plans. The notification must be given 
as soon as practicable, and no later than two business days after 
becoming aware of the incident or non-compliance. The 
notification must specify: 
 

a. any condition which is or may be in breach; 

b. a short description of the incident and/or non-compliance; and 

c. the location (including co-ordinates), date, and time of the incident 
and/or non-compliance. In the event the exact information cannot be 
provided, provide the best information available. 

Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

29) The approval holder must provide to the department the details of 
any incident or non compliance with the conditions or 
commitments made in plans as soon as practicable and no later 
than 10 business days after becoming aware of the incident or 
non-compliance, specifying: 
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 Part B - Standard administrative conditions 

a. any corrective action or investigation which the approval holder 
has already taken or intends to take in the immediate future; 

b. the potential impacts of the incident or non-compliance; and 

c. the method and timing of any remedial action that will be 
undertaken by the approval holder. 

 Independent Audit 

Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

30) The approval holder must ensure that independent audits of 
compliance with the conditions are conducted when requested in 
writing by the Minister. 

Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

31) For each independent audit, the approval holder must: 
a. provide the name and qualifications of the independent auditor 

and the draft audit criteria to the department; 
b. only commence the independent audit once the audit criteria 

have been approved in writing by the department; and 

c. submit an audit report to the department within the timeframe 
specified in the approved audit criteria. 

Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

32) The approval holder must publish the audit report on the 
website within 10 business days of receiving the 
department's approval of the audit report and keep the audit 
report published on the website until the end date of this 
approval. 

 Revision of Action Management Plans 

Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

33) The approval holder may, at any time, apply to the Minister for 
a variation to a plan approved by the Minister, or as 
subsequently revised in accordance with these conditions, by 
submitting an application in accordance with the requirements of 
section 143A of the EPBC Act. If the Minister approves a 
revised plan, the approval holder must then, from the date 
specified, implement the revised plan in place of the previous 
plan. 

 Completion of the Action 

Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

34) Within 20 business days after the completion of the action, the 
approval holder must notify the department in writing and provide 
completion data. 

 

Date of 
decision  

Part C - Definitions 

 In these conditions, except where contrary intention is expressed, the 
following definitions are used: 

Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

Approved conservation advice means the Approved Conservation Advice 
for Denisonia maculata (Ornamental Snake) (2014). 
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Date of 
decision  

Part C - Definitions 

Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

Business day means a day that is not a Saturday, a Sunday or a 
public holiday in the state or territory of the action. 

Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

Commencement of the action means the first instance of any 
specified activity associated with the action including clearing of 
vegetation and construction of any infrastructure. Commencement of 
the action does not include minor physical disturbance necessary to: 

i. undertake pre-clearance surveys or monitoring programs; 

ii. install signage and/or temporary fencing to prevent unapproved 
use of the project area; 

iii. protect environmental and property assets from fire, weeds 
and pests, including erection of temporary fencing and use 
of existing surface access tracks; or 

iv. install temporary site facilities for persons undertaking pre-
commencement activities so long as these are located where 
they have no impact on the protected matters. 

Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

Completion data means an environmental report and spatial data 
clearly detailing how the conditions of this approval have been met. 
The department's preferred spatial data format is shapefile. 

Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

Completion of the action means all specified mining activities 
associated with the action have permanently ceased. 

Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

Compliance records means all documentation or other material in 
whatever form required to demonstrate compliance with the conditions 
of approval in the approval holder's possession or that are within the 
approval holder's power to obtain lawfully. 

Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

Compliance reports means written reports: 

i. providing accurate and complete details of compliance, 
incidents, and non-compliance with the conditions and the 
plans; 

ii. consistent with the department's Annual Compliance Report 
Guidelines (2014); 

iii. include a shapefile of any clearance of any protected 
matters, or their habitat, undertaken within the relevant 12 
month period; and 

iv. annexing a schedule of all plans prepared and in existence in 
relation to the conditions during the relevant 12 month period. 

Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

Construction means the erection of a building or structure that is or is to 
be fixed to the ground and wholly or partially fabricated on-site; the 
alteration, maintenance, repair or demolition of any building or structure; 
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Date of 
decision  

Part C - Definitions 

preliminary site preparation work which involves breaking of the ground 
(including pile driving); the laying of pipes and other prefabricated 
materials in the ground, and any associated excavation work; but 
excluding the installation of temporary fences and signage. 

Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

Corrective action(s) means the measures described in: 

i. the GDEMMP, to be undertaken to halt or reverse impacts to 
GDEs in the event that trigger values are breached and are 
a result of mining activities; or 

ii. the OAMP and OS-OAMP, to be undertaken in offset areas should 
management measures fail to achieve interim performance 
targets. 

Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

CPI means the Consumer Price Index, sourced from the Australian Bureau 
of Statistics, based on the change for All Groups CPI over the June to June 
period (released at the end of June each year). 

Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

Department means the Australian Government agency responsible for 
administering the EPBC act 

Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

Disturbance threshold(s) means the ecological trigger thresholds 
specified in the GDE Management and Monitoring Plan, or, 
subsequently, in the approved revised GDEMMP when that has 
superseded the GDE Management and Monitoring Plan, that indicate 
the requirement(s) for biodiversity offsets in response to impacts to 
GDEs. 

Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

Environmental management plan guidelines means the 
department's Environmental Management Plan Guidelines (2014), or 
subsequent revision. 

Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

Environmental offsets policy means the EPBC Act Environmental Offsets 
Policy (2012), or subsequent revision, including the Offset assessment 
guide. 

Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

EPBC Act means the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation 
Act 1999 (Cth). 

Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

Follow-up surveys means the GDE surveys, timed to coincide with the 
driest portion of the year, undertaken at 2, 4 and 6 years after the 
completion of mining operational activities as described in the 
GDEMMP. 

Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

GDE Management and Monitoring Plan (GDEMMP) means the Groundwater 
Dependent Ecosystem (GDE) Management and Monitoring Plan (dated 14 
April 2021) provided to the department on 16 April 2021, or subsequently 
varied with the approval of the Minister. 
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Date of 
decision  

Part C - Definitions 

Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

GDE Offset Strategy means a plan consistent with the Environmental 
Offsets Policy for compensation of impacts to the relevant listed 
threatened species associated with the GDE. 

Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

Greater Glider (Petauroides volans) habitat means all areas of 
Eucalypt forests or woodlands that contain hollow-bearing trees (e.g. 
riparian vegetation and dry eucalypt woodland). These include the areas 
shown shaded green and labelled as 'Habitat' within the project area 
on the map at Attachment 3. 

Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

Groundwater dependent ecosystem(s) (GDE(s)) means the 
riparian vegetation, coinciding with the alluvial floodplain on the Isaac 
River, including GDE Area 1 and GDE Area 2, as described in the GDE 
Management and Monitoring Plan. 

Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

Guidelines for biological survey and mapped data means the 
department's Guidelines for biological survey and mapped data 
(2018), or subsequent revision. 

Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

Habitat quality score is a score on a scale of 0 to 10 representing a site's 
utility for each listed threatened species, where zero ('0') represents a 
site of no value to the species, and '10' represents ideal habitat. Unless 
agreed otherwise by the department, site quality must be composed of 
3 points for site condition, 3 points for site context, and 4 points for species 
stocking rate. These scores must be derived in accordance with the 
Queensland Guide to determining terrestrial habitat quality: A toolkit for 
assessing land based offsets under the Queensland Environmental Offsets 
Policy (Version 1.2, April 2017), or subsequent revision. 

Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

lmpact(ed) (verb) means to cause any measurable direct disturbance or 
harmful change as a result of any activity associated with the action. 
lmpact(s) (noun) means any measurable direct disturbance or harmful 
change as a result of any activity associated with the action. 

Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

Incident means any event which has the potential to, or does, impact on 
one or more protected matters other than as authorised by this 
approval. 

Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

Independent audit: means an audit conducted by an independent and 
suitably qualified person as detailed in the Environment Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 Independent Audit and Audit Report 
Guidelines (2019). 

Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

Koala (Phascolarctos cinereus) habitat means any forest or woodland 
(including remnant, regrowth and modified vegetation communities) 
containing species that are Koala food trees or any shrubland    with 
emergent Koala food trees. These include the areas shown shaded green 
and labelled as 'Habitat', and the areas shaded yellow and labelled as 
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Date of 
decision  

Part C - Definitions 

'Non-remnant Marginal Habitat' within the project area on the map at 
Attachment 2. 

Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

Legal/ly secure/ing/ity means to secure a legal agreement under relevant 
Queensland legislation, in relation to a site, to provide enduring protection 
for the site against development incompatible with conservation. 

Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

Listed threatened species means the threatened fauna species listed 
under the EPBC Act for which this approval has effect, being the: 

i. Koala (Phascolarctos cinereus); 

ii. Greater Glider (Petauroides volans); 

iii. Squatter Pigeon (southern) (Geophaps scripta scripta); and 

iv. Ornamental Snake (Denisonia maculata). 

Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

Mining activities means all specified activities associated with the action as 
described in EPBC Act referral 2019/8413, but does not include follow-up 
surveys and subsequent requirements. 

Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

Mining operational activities means specified activities associated with 
the action in relation to removal of overburden and extraction of coal, as 
described in EPBC Act referral 2019/8413, but excluding activities 
occurring after the permanent cessation of operational activities such as 
rehabilitation and decommissioning. 

Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

Monitoring data means the data required to be recorded under the 
conditions of this approval. 

Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

Minister means the Australian Government Minister administering the 
EPBC Act including any delegate thereof. 

Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

Offset Area Management Plan (OAMP) means the Isaac Downs- 
Offset Area Management Plan (dated 9 April 2021), provided to the 
department on 9 April 2021, or subsequently varied with the approval 
of the Minister. 

Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

Offset assessment guide means the guidance document titled How to 
use the Offsets assessment guide (2012), which includes the requirements 
for habitat quality scores, provided by the department      to assist users 
of the Environmental offsets policy. 

Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

Ornamental Snake (Denisonia maculata) habitat means gilgai mounds 
and depressions with cracking clay soils and moist areas (particularly 
within, or close to, habitat that is known to be favoured by its prey [frogs]) 
with microhabitat features (i.e. logs, woody debris and leaf litter), and 
Brigalow threatened ecological community. It is shown marked within the 
project area on the map at Attachment 5 as 'Gilgai in Remnant 
Vegetation' and 'Gilgai in Cleared Paddocks'. 
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Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

Plan(s) means any of the documents required to be prepared, approved by 
the Minister, implemented by the approval holder and/or published on the 
website in accordance with these conditions (includes action management 
plans and/or strategies). 

Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

Prior clearance means the total area (in hectares) of Ornamental Snake 
(Denisonia maculata) habitat impacted prior to approval of the OS-
OAMP. 

Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

Project area means the footprint within which the action will be undertaken, 
shown shaded beige and labelled as 'Project Footprint' on the map at 
Attachment 1. 

Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

Protected matter(s) means a matter protected under a controlling provision in 
Part 3 of the EPBC Act for which this approval has effect. 

Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

Raw baseline data means the baseline biotic and abiotic data collected in 
the initial 2 years from the commencement of the action that will be used to 
define suitable trigger values for the detection of impacts on GDEs as 
specified in the GDE Management and Monitoring Plan. 

Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

Sensitive ecological data means data as defined in the Australian 
Government Department of the Environment (2016) Sensitive Ecological 
Data -Access and Management Policy V1.0. 

Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

Shapefile means location and attribute information of the action provided in 
an Esri shapefile format. Shapefiles must contain '.shp', '.shx', '.dbf' files 
and a ‘.prj' file that specifies the projection/geographic coordinate system 
used. Shapefiles must also include an '.xml' metadata file that describes 
the shapefile for discovery and identification purposes. 

Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

Significant Species Management Plan (SSMP) means the Isaac 
Downs- MNES Significant Species Management Plan (dated 13 April 
2021) provided to the department on 16 April 2021, or a subsequent 
version currently approved by the Minister in writing. 

Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

Squatter Pigeon (southern) (Geophaps scripta scripta) breeding 
habitat means any remnant or regrowth open-forest to sparse, open-
woodland or scrub dominated by Eucalyptus, Corymbia, Acacia or Callitris 
species, on sandy or gravelly soils (including, but not limited to, areas 
mapped as Queensland land zones 3, 5 or 7) and where groundcover 
vegetation is less than 33% of the ground area, within 1 km of a suitable, 
permanent or seasonal waterbody. These include the areas shown shaded 
dark green and labelled as 'Breeding and Foraging Habitat' within the 
project area on the map at Attachment 4. 

Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

Squatter Pigeon (southern) (Geophaps scripta scripta) foraging 
habitat means any remnant or regrowth open-forest to sparse, open-
woodland or scrub dominated by Eucalyptus, Corymbia, Acacia or 



Page 14 of 19 
 

Date of 
decision  

Part C - Definitions 

Callitris species, on sandy or gravelly soils (including, but not limited to, 
areas mapped as Queensland land zones 3, 5 or 7) and where 
groundcover vegetation is less than 33% of the ground area, within 3 km 
of a suitable, permanent or seasonal waterbody. These include the areas 
shown shaded light green and labelled as 'Foraging' within the project 
area on the map at Attachment 4. 

Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

Suitably qualified ecologist: means a person who has professional 
qualifications and at least three (3) years of work experience managing or 
studying and preparing prescriptions for the management of Ornamental 
Snake (Denisonia maculata), and can give an authoritative assessment 
and advice on the management requirements of Ornamental Snake 
(Denisonia maculata) using relevant protocols, standards, methods and/or 
literature. 

Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

Suitably qualified person means a person who has professional 
qualifications, training, skills and/or experience related to the nominated 
subject matter and can give authoritative independent assessment, 
advice and analysis on performance relative to the subject matter using the 
relevant protocols, standards, methods and/or literature. 

Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

Trigger value(s) means the ecological thresholds specified in the GDE 
Management and Monitoring Plan or subsequently in the approved 
revised GDEMMP when that has superseded the GDE Management and 
Monitoring Plan which, if reached or exceeded, require the approval 
holder to undertake investigation and/or corrective action to prevent 
impacts to GDEs. 

Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

Website means a set of related web pages located under a single domain 
name attributed to the approval holder and available to the public. 
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instrument 
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Attachment 1: Project Area 

 



Page 16 of 19 
 

Date of 
decision  

Attachments 
Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

Attachment 2: Koala (Phascolarctos cinereus) habitat 
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Date of 
decision  

Attachments 
Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

Attachment 3: Greater Glider (Petauroides volans) habitat 
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Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

Attachment 4: Squatter Pigeon (southern) (Geophaps scripta scripta) 
habitat 
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Original 
dated 
26/05/2021 

Attachment 5: Ornamanetal Snake habitat 
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CONDITIONS OF EPBC ACT APPROVAL  
approval, implement the Offset Area Management Plan 
(OAMP). 

maintained throughout the 
duration of approval. 

4 To compensate for the impacts  to Ornamental Snake 
(Denisonia maculata) habitat  up to the limits specified in 
condition 2.e, the approval holder must submit an 
Ornamental Snake Offset Area Management Plan (OS-
OAMP), prepared by a suitably qualified ecologist  and 
consistent with the Environmental offsets policy , within 12 
months of the date of the commencement of the action  for 
the written approval of the Minister. The approval holder 
must implement the approved OS-OAMP, and provide 
written evidence to the department , within 6 months of the 
approval of the OS-OAMP. 

Confirm a suitably qualified 
ecologist prepared an OS- 
OAMP for the Ornamental 
Snake (Denisonia maculata) 
habitat impacts.  
Ensure it is consistent with 
the Environmental offsets 
policy. 
Confirm dates of the 
commencement of the action 
is within 12 months with 
written approval from the 
Minister. 

    

5 The approval holder must not impact  more than 120 ha of 
Ornamental Snake (Denisonia maculata)  habitat unless 
the OS-OAMP has been approved by the Minister  in 
writing. 

Confirm there is no more than 
120ha of Ornamental Snake 
(Denisonia maculata) habitat 
disturbance through 
compliance reporting, seek 
evidence of keeping within 
the bounds of the OS-OAMP. 

    

6 For every hectare of Ornamental Snake (Denisonia 
maculata) habitat impacted prior to approval of the OS-
OAMP (i.e. prior clearance ), the approval holder must 
provide an offset in addition to the offset for the total impact 
to Ornamental Snake (Denisonia maculata) habitat.  

Check compliance reporting 
of habitat disturbance through 
the OS-OAMP, check against 
dates of approval. If habitat 
has been removed prior, 
determine the total additional 
habitat offset. ���”�������������K�D��+ 
prior clearance ). 

    

 Note: Condition 6 requires the area of habitat to be input 
into the impact calculator of the Offsets assessments guide 
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CONDITIONS OF EPBC ACT APPROVAL  
to be the total area of habitat impacted plus prior clearance 
���”�������������K�D��+ prior clearance ). 

OS-OAMP      

7 The approval holder must ensure the OS-OAMP required 
under condition 4 includes the following:  
a. details to demonstrate how the offset(s) proposed 
compensates for the impacts  to Ornamental Snake 
(Denisonia maculata) habitat  and any prior clearance in 
accordance with the Environmental offsets policy;   
b. a description of the offset(s), including location, size, 
condition, environmental values present and surrounding 
land uses;  
c. relevant baseline data and other supporting evidence, 
including results from field validation surveys and 
quantifiable ecological data, that documents the presence or 
likely presence of the Ornamental Snake (Denisonia 
maculata) and the quality of the Ornamental Snake 
(Denisonia maculata) habitat within the offset area(s);  
d. an assessment of the site habitat quality score (s);  
e. details of how the offset area(s) will provide connectivity 
with other habitats and biodiversity corridors and/or will 
contribute to a larger strategic offset for the Ornamental 
Snake (Denisonia maculata) ;  
f. a description and maps (including shapefiles ) to clearly 
define the location and boundaries of the offset area(s), 
accompanied by the offset attributes (including physical 
address of the offset area(s), coordinates of the boundary 
points in decimal degrees and the size of the environmental 
offsets in hectares);  
g. specific offset completion criteria derived from the site 
habitat quality score  to demonstrate the improvement in 
the habitat quality score  for Ornamental Snake in the 
offset area(s) over the period of effect of this approval  

a) Check the OS-OAMP 
details how the offset(s) 
compensates the impacts to 
the Ornamental Snake 
(Denisonia maculata) habitat 
plus any prior clearance in 
accordance with the 
Environmental offsets policy 
 
b) review the descriptions of 
the offsets within the OS-
OAMP 
 
c) review relevant baseline 
data and supporting evidence 
from any field validation 
surveys, quantifiable 
ecological data, 
documentation of presence or 
likely presence of Ornamental 
Snake (Denisonia maculata) 
and the quality of the habitat 
within the offset areas. 
 
d) conduct a site habitat 
quality score. 
e)  review and discuss how 
offset areas chosen will 
provide adequate connectivity 
with other habitats and 
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CONDITIONS OF EPBC ACT APPROVAL  
h. details of the management actions  (including timing, 
frequency, duration and method of outcome measurement), 
to be carried out to meet the offset completion criteria (the 
management actions  proposed must be consistent with 
the Environmental management plan guidelines  and the 
approved conservation advice ); 
i. interim performance targets that set targets at 5-yearly 
intervals for expected progress towards the completion 
criteria set in condition 7.g; 
j. details of the nature, timing and frequency of monitoring to 
inform progress against achieving the interim performance 
targets (the frequency of monitoring must be sufficient to 
track progress towards each set of milestones, and 
sufficient to determine whether the offset area(s) is/are likely 
to achieve those milestones in adequate time to implement 
all necessary corrective actions );  
k. timing for the implementation of corrective actions  if 
monitoring activities indicate the interim performance 
targets  have not been achieved;  
l. a risk analysis and a risk management and mitigation 
strategy for all risks to the successful implementation of the 
OS-OAMP and timely achievement of the offset completion 
criteria, including for if the offset fails to achieve and 
maintain the completion criteria; and  
m. the legal mechanism that will be used for legally 
securing the offset area(s ), such that legal security  
remains in force over the offset area  for at least the period 
of effect of this approval. 

biodiversity corridors. This 
needs to be consistent with 
the larger strategic offset for 
the Ornamental Snake 
(Denisonia maculata) 
 
f) review shapefiles of 
location and boundaries of 
the offset area(s) including 
the offset attributes, 
coordinates of boundary 
points in decimal degrees and 
the size of the environmental 
offsets in hectares. 
 
g) compare the initial habitat 
quality score and determine if 
there has been improvement 
to the recent habitat quality 
score of the Ornamental 
Snake in the offset area(s) 
over the period of effect of 
this approval. 
 
h) review management 
actions (including timing, 
frequency, duration and 
method of outcome 
measurement) and determine 
if it meets the offset 
completion criteria 9 (the 
management actions 
proposed must be consistent 
with the Environmental 
management plan guidelines 
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CONDITIONS OF EPBC ACT APPROVAL  
and the approved 
conservation advice) 
 
i) review the interim 
performance targets for the 5 
yearly intervals for expected 
progress towards the 
completion of habitat quality 
assessments in condition7.g. 
 
j) review their monitoring 
processes, ensure is 
consistent with this condition. 
 
k) review the timing of the 
corrective actions if interim 
performance targets are not 
being achieved. 
 
l) review the risk analysis and 
risk management and 
mitigation strategy for all risks 
identified in the OS-OAMP 
 
m) review the legal 
mechanisms in place for 
legally securing the offset 
area(s). 

Offset implementation Reporting       

8 Within 60 business days  after the end of each 5 year 
period from the date of implementation of the OAMP, until 
the expiry of this approval, the approval holder must submit 

Confirm they have published 
a report, and the report 
contains all the details listed 
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CONDITIONS OF EPBC ACT APPROVAL  
to the department , and publish on the website  for the 
remainder of the period of the approval, a report that 
assesses progress towards achieving and maintaining the 
completion criteria specified in the OAMP and approved 
OS-OAMP. The report must:  
a. detail performance achieved against all interim 
performance targets in the period since the date of 
implementation with more detail in respect of the period 
since the last report;  
b. describe the results and effectiveness of all management 
actions implemented during the period the subject of that 
report;  
c. include all monitoring results, including all confirmed 
sightings of listed threatened species  in a format 
consistent with the Guidelines for biological survey and 
mapped data;  and  
d. detail any interim performance targets not met and 
describe all corrective actions taken and evaluate their 
effectiveness.  
 
Once the completion criteria are achieved, they must be 
maintained by the approval holder for the remainder of the 
duration of this approval. 

in condition 8.a, 8.b, 8.c and 
8.d 

9 Within 60 business days  of the 20th anniversary of the 
date of implementation of the OAMP and the OS-OAMP, 
the approval holder must submit a report that provides 
evidence substantiating whether the offset area(s) has/have 
fully achieved and maintained the completion criteria. If all 
completion criteria have not been achieved within 20 years 
from the date of implementation of the OAMP and the OS-
OAMP, the approval holder must provide, within 6 months, 
additional environmental offsets approved by the Minister  in 
writing consistent with the Environmental offsets policy . 

After the 20 year anniversary 
of the date of implementation 
of the OAMP a review of the 
report must be conducted, 
evidencing the compliance 
with this condition. 
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CONDITIONS OF EPBC ACT APPROVAL  

Legal Securing of Environmental Offsets       

10 The approval holder must legally secure  the offset area(s) 
described in the OAMP and approved OS-OAMP within 12 
months of the approval of the associated plan. The OAMP 
and approved OSOAMP must be attached to the legal 
mechanism used to legally secure  the associated offset 
area(s). 

Review proof of dates of the 
offset area(s) legally secured 
within the 12 months of the 
approval of the plan. 

    

11 The approval holder must provide evidence to the 
department  within 5 business days  of the legal 
mechanism being executed. 

Review  the dates of 
submission, to determine if 
the client provided evidence 
to the department within the 5 
business days. 

    

12 The legal mechanism used to legally secure  the offset 
area(s) described in the OAMP and approved OS-OAMP 
must remain in force from the date of obtaining legal 
security and for at least the remaining period of effect of 
this approval. 

Determine if legal mechanism 
used to legally secure offset 
area(s) are in force from the 
date of obtaining legal 
security for the remainder of 
the period of approval in 
effect. 

    

13 The approval holder must implement the Significant 
Species Management Plan (SSMP) for the duration of 
mining activities.  

Confirm and review 
documentation if approval 
holder has implemented a 
Significant Species 
Management Plan (SSMP) 
during mining activities.  

    

Conservation of the Koala and Greater Glider in the Bowen 
Basin  

     

14 The approval holder must contribute a single payment 
equivalent to the value of $23,000 (GST exclusive and 
indexed in line with CPI on the date of this approval) to a 
program specified by the Minister  in writing where the 
contribution will be used for the better protection and long-

Check if approval holder has 
submitted $23,000 (GST 
exclusive and indexed in line 
with CPI on the date of this 
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CONDITIONS OF EPBC ACT APPROVAL  
term conservation of the Koala (Phascolarctos cinereus) 
and Greater Glider (Petauroides volans) in the Bowen 
Basin. 

approval) to a program 
specified by the Minister 

15 Within 3 months of the date the Minister  specifies the 
program described in condition 14, the approval holder must 
provide notice to the department , with documentary 
evidence, that the payment required under condition 14 has 
been made. 

If minister has specified 
determine a program, check 
the dates of approval holder 
has provided evidence of 
payment to the department 
within the 3 months 

    

Groundwater Dependent Ecosystems (GDEs)       

16 The approval holder must implement the GDE 
Management and Monitoring Plan  for at least the duration 
of this approval. 

Check and review the GDE 
Management and Monitoring 
Plan (GDEMMP) 

    

17 The approval holder must submit a revised GDE 
Management and Monitoring Plan (GDEMMP) for the 
written approval of the Minister  within 2.5 years from the 
date of this approval. The revised GDEMMP must be 
adjusted to include the raw baseline data  and to set the 
trigger values  and disturbance thresholds . The approval 
holder must implement the revised GDEMMP as approved 
by the Minister within 12 months of submitting to the 
Minister . 

Confirm approval holder has 
submitted a revised 
GDEMMP for written approval 
of the minister within 2.5 
years from date of approval.  
 
Confirm the revised 
GDEMMP contains raw 
baseline data and to set the 
trigger values and 
disturbance thresholds. 
Confirm the approval holder 
has implemented the revised 
GDEMMP within 12 months 
of submission. 

    

18 If the approval holder detects that a trigger value  has been 
reached or exceeded, the approval holder must report this 
to the department  within 5 business days  of the detection. 
Unless evidence can be provided, to the Minister's  

Determine if the trigger value 
has been reached or 
exceeded and what 
documentation has been 
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CONDITIONS OF EPBC ACT APPROVAL  
satisfaction, that the trigger value  exceedance is not 
attributable to mining activities, corrective actions  must be 
implemented within 60 business days  of the detection. 

submitted and within 5 
business days of detection. 
 
Confirm when corrective 
actions were implemented 
(needs to be within 60 
business days). 

19 If corrective actions fail to halt or reverse impacts to GDEs 
within 24 months from the detection of a trigger level  being 
reached or exceeded, and a disturbance threshold  has 
been exceeded, the approval holder must submit a GDE 
Offset Strategy within 6 months for the written approval of 
the Minister.  The approval holder must implement the 
approved GDE Offset Strategy  within 12months of 
submitting to the Minister . 

If threshold is hit confirm the 
approval holder has 
submitted a GDE Offset 
Strategy (GDEOS) within 6 
months with written approval 
from the Minister. 
 
Confirm the approved 
GDEOS has been 
implemented within 12 
months of submission. 

    

20 Provided no trigger value  has been reached or exceeded 
under condition 18, resulting in the requirement for a GDE 
Offset Strategy under condition 19, the approval holder 
must, within 6 months of completing follow -up surveys , 
submit a report to the Minister  that provides:  
a. a summary memorandum detailing the current habitat 
quality score  of the GDEs;   
b. a comparison of the follow -up surveys  to the baseline 
GDE dataset provided in the approved revised GDEMMP, to 
identify any significant departure from the habitat quality 
score and/or extent of GDEs when compared to these 
metrics prior to the commencement of the action;  and  
c. commitments to any future monitoring requirements. 

a) Review follow-up surveys, 
and submission reports to the 
minister provides a current 
habitat quality score of the 
GDEs. 
 
b) review the comparison of 
the follow up surveys against 
baseline GDE dataset 
provided in the approved 
revised GDEMMP. 
 
c) review what the 
commitments to future 
monitoring entail. 
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Part B - Standard administrative conditions       

Notification of Date of Commencement of the Action       

21 The approval holder must notify the department  in writing 
of the date of commencement of the action  within 10 
business days after the date of the commencement of 
the action.  

Confirm dates of notice to the 
department for the 
Commencement of action 
was submitted within10 
business days. 

    

22 If the commencement of the action  does not occur within 
5 years from the date of this approval, then the approval 
holder must not commence the action  without the prior 
written agreement of the Minister.  

Confirm dates of 
commencement. IF the 
approval holder did not 
commence within 5 years, 
then the approval holder 
needs to provide evidence of 
correspondence with the 
Minister and not commence 
without that agreement. 

    

Compliance Records       

23 The approval holder must maintain accurate and complete 
compliance records.  

Review all documentation of 
compliance records and 
review accuracy and 
completeness 

    

24 If the department  makes a request in writing, the approval 
holder must provide electronic copies of compliance 
records  to the department  within the timeframe specified in 
the request. 

For any requests from the 
department, approval holder 
must provide an electronic 
copy within their compliance 
records to review. 

    

 Note:  Compliance records  may be subject to audit by the 
department  or an independent auditor in accordance with 
section 458 of the EPBC Act , and or used to verify 
compliance with the conditions. Summaries of the result of 
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CONDITIONS OF EPBC ACT APPROVAL  
an audit may be published on the department's  website or 
through the general media. 

Submission and Publication of Plans       

25 The approval holder must:  
a. submit plans  electronically to the department;   
b. unless otherwise agreed to in writing by the Minister,  
publish each plan on the website  within 20 business days  
of the date of:  

i. this approval, if the approved version of the plan  
is specified in these conditions, or  
ii. the date a plan  has been approved by the 
Minister  in writing, if the plan requires the 
approval of the Minister;   

c. exclude or redact sensitive ecological data  or 
commercial or personal data from plans  published on the 
website  or provided to a member of the public; and  
d. keep plans published on the website  until the end date of 
this approval. 

Review all plans electronically 
submitted to the department 
was within 20 business days 
(Unless agreed otherwise by 
the minister), 
 
Ensure there is exclusion and 
redaction of sensitive 
information of ecological data 
or commercial, personal data. 
 
Determine if the plans are 
kept on the website until end 
of approval. 
 

    

26 The approval holder must ensure that any monitoring data  
(including sensitive ecological data ), surveys, maps, and 
other spatial and metadata required under all plans is 
prepared in accordance with the Guidelines for biological 
survey and mapped data , or subsequent revision, and 
submitted electronically to the department  in accordance 
with the requirements of those plans.  

�(�Q�V�X�U�H���D�S�S�U�R�Y�D�O���K�R�O�G�H�U�¶�V��
monitoring data complies with 
the Guidelines for biological 
survey and mapped data, 
subsequent revision and 
submitted to the department 

    

Annual Compliance Reporting       

27 The approval holder must prepare a compliance report  for 
each 12 month period following the date of 
commencement of the action, or otherwise in accordance 
with an annual date that has been agreed to in writing by 
the Minister . The approval holder must:  

Confirm and review the 
annual compliance report was 
conducted and completed 
within 12 months following the 
date of commencement of the 
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a. publish each compliance report  on the website  within 
60 business days  following the relevant 12 month period;  
b. notify the department  by email that a compliance report  
has been published on the website and provide the weblink 
for the compliance report within five business days of the 
date of publication;  
c. keep all compliance reports publicly  available on the 
website  until this approval expires;  
d. exclude or redact sensitive ecological data  or 
commercial or personal data from compliance reports  
published on the website ; and  
e. where any sensitive ecological data  has been excluded 
from the version published, submit the full compliance 
report  to the department within 5 business days  of 
publication. 

action or different date agreed 
to with the Minister 
 
Confirm if the compliance 
report has been published on 
the website within 60 
business days following the 
report 
 
Confirm the reports are 
publicly available until the 
approval expires 
 
Exclusion and redaction of 
ecological or sensitive 
information have been 
completed on all published 
reports 
 
In the event of redaction, a 
full compliance report has 
been submitted to the 
department within 5 business 
days. 

 Note:  Compliance reports  may be published on the 
department's  website. 

     

Reporting Non -compliance       

28 The approval holder must notify the department  in writing 
of any: incident;  non-compliance with the conditions; or 
non-compliance with the commitments made in plans . The 
notification must be given as soon as practicable, and no 

Any incidents or non-
compliance with the 
conditions and have been 
notified to the department 
within two business days after 
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CONDITIONS OF EPBC ACT APPROVAL  
later than two business days  after becoming aware of the 
incident  or non-compliance. The notification must specify:  
a. any condition which is or may be in breach;  
b. a short description of the incident  and/or non-
compliance; and  
c. the location (including co-ordinates), date, and time of the 
incident and/or non-compliance. In the event the exact 
information cannot be provided, provide the best information 
available. 

awareness of the incident and 
non-compliance. 
 
Within the notification 
confirmation the approval 
holder has confirmed the 
condition that has been 
breached, 
A short description has been 
provided of the incident or 
non-compliance. 
 
Location (including 
coordinates) date, time has 
been provided. 

29 The approval holder must provide to the department the 
details of any incident  or non compliance with the 
conditions or commitments made in plans  as soon as 
practicable and no later than 10 business days  after 
becoming aware of the incident or non-compliance, 
specifying:   
a. any corrective action  or investigation which the approval 
holder has already taken or intends to take in the immediate 
future;  
b. the potential impacts of the incident  or non-compliance; 
and  
c. the method and timing of any remedial action that will be 
undertaken by the approval holder. 

Review dates of corrective 
actions submitted to the 
department for any incidents 
or non-compliance with the 
conditions of commitments 
made in the plans have been 
provided within 10 business 
days. 
 
The notification must provide 
corrective actions,  
Potential impacts resulting 
from the incident or non-
compliance 
 And method and timing of 
any remedial action 
undertaken. 
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Independent Audit       

30 The approval holder must ensure that independent audits  
of compliance with the conditions are conducted when 
requested in writing by the Minister.  

Provided proof that the 
independent audits of 
compliance are conducted 
�X�S�R�Q���0�L�Q�V�W�H�U�¶�V���U�H�T�X�H�V�W�� 

    

31 For each independent audit,  the approval holder must:  
a. provide the name and qualifications of the independent 
auditor and the draft audit criteria to the department;   
b. only commence the independent audit  once the audit 
criteria have been approved in writing by the department;  
and  
c. submit an audit report to the department  within the 
timeframe specified in the approved audit criteria. 

Evidence of independent 
audit must provide 
Name and qualifications of 
the independent auditor and 
the draft audit criteria have 
been provided to the 
department 
 
Submission of audit report to 
the department within a 
timeframe specified in the 
approved audit criteria has 
been met. 

    

32 The approval holder must publish the audit report on the 
website within 10 business days  of receiving the 
department's  approval of the audit report and keep the 
audit report published on the website  until the end date of 
this approval. 

Submission of the audit report 
published on the website 
within 10 business days of 
�U�H�F�H�L�Y�L�Q�J���W�K�H���G�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W�¶�V��
approval of the audit report. 
 

    

Revision of Action Management Plans       

33 The approval holder may, at any time, apply to the Minister 
for a variation to a plan  approved by the Minister , or as 
subsequently revised in accordance with these conditions, 
by submitting an application in accordance with the 
requirements of section 143A of the EPBC Act . If the 
Minister  approves a revised plan, the approval holder must 

Ensure any variations of 
management plans have 
been submitted for approval 
by the minister in accordance 
with the conditions and 
requirements of section 143A 
of the EPBC Act. 
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CONDITIONS OF EPBC ACT APPROVAL  
then, from the date specified, implement the revised plan  in 
place of the previous plan.  

 
Confirm with approval holder 
if implementation of variation 
has been conducted. 

Completion of the Action       

34 Within 20 business days  after the completion of the 
action,  the approval holder must notify the department in 
writing and provide completion data . 

Notification to the department 
within 20 business days after 
completion of action was 
submitted with completion 
data. 
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Name & Role  Qualifications  Experience  

DCCEEW APPROVED INDEPENDENT AUDITORS 

Anna Cochrane  
Principal Consultant - 
Environmental Approvals, 
Closure & Management 
Certified Lead Auditor 
Townsville, QLD 
Project Manager / Auditor  

 

Graduate Diploma in Soil 
Science 
Bachelor of Science 
(Geology) 
Lead Auditor (ISO 
14001:2015 Environment; 
Certificate No. C-427136, 
expires 17 Mar 2026) 
Internal Auditor (ISO 9001 
Quality), ISO 22000 Food 
Safety, ISO 31000 Risk, 
ISO 45001 OH&S, ISO 
55001 Asset) 
Certificate IV (Workplace 
Assessment & Training) 
Lead ICAM Incident 
Investigator) 
Level 1 Incident Controller �± 
AIIMS 

 

Anna is an environmental, safety and systems 
�P�D�Q�D�J�H�U���Z�L�W�K���D�O�P�R�V�W���������\�H�D�U�V�¶���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H���L�Q��
contaminated sites, industrial facilities, water 
treatment (desalination), infrastructure and waste 
management matters across a wide range of 
major project, operational and green/brownfield 
facilities, including senior environmental manager / 
specialist roles across a wide range of projects 
and operational facilities. 
Anna was an Authorised Officer of the Victorian 
Environment Protection Authority, was accredited 
as Environmental Auditor for the Victorian 
Desalination Project and has been accepted by 
NSW DPHI as Environmental Auditor for conduct 
of Independent Environmental Audits of major 
project approvals in NSW. Anna has also 
completed several independent Third-Party 
Environmental Audits for project Environmental 
Approvals in Queensland. 
Spending 6 years as Environmental Manager for 
the Victorian Desalination Project, Anna was 
responsible for overseeing the environmental 
management of 256Ha rehabilitation of former coal 
�P�L�Q�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���D�J�U�L�F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���O�D�Q�G���W�R���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S���W�K�H���9�'�3�¶�V��
Ecological Reserve. In addition, Anna was 
responsible for managing natural and feature 
landscapes within the 65Ha desalination plant, 
85km pipeline easement and other associated 
infrastructure. Since joining SLR in January 2022, 
Anna has been engaged in compliance auditing 
and supporting the development of environmental 
approvals, rehabilitation plans including 
Progressive Rehabilitation and Closure Plans 
(PRCPs) for a range of mines in QLD and NSW. 
�$�Q�Q�D�¶�V���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O��
assessment, remediation, compliance, due 
diligence, licensing, incident response, Integrated 
Management Systems (IMS), auditing, and 
certification management. Anna has particular 
interest in supporting operational HSEQ 
compliance and performance within complex 
regulatory, contractual compliance and asset 
management frameworks. Anna was awarded 
runner-up in Suez Australia 2021 Innovation 
Awards, for development and implementation of 
innovative waste reduction and recycling 
initiatives. 

Stephen Shoesmith  
Principal Consultant - 
Environmental Assessment 
& Management 
Certified Lead Auditor 
Newcastle, NSW 
Auditor  

Master of Integrated 
Environmental Management 
Bachelor of Environmental 
Science 
Lead Auditor (ISO 
14001:2015 Environment; 
Certificate No. C-427136, 
expires 23 Jul 2026) 
 

Stephen is a Principal Consultant in the SLR 
Environmental Assessment & Management team 
and has demonstrated environmental auditing, 
management, impact assessment and policy 
experience. 
Stephen has significant Coal Mining experience, 
centred in NSW (site and corporate experience) in 
environmental management, project management, 
extraction plans, environmental impact 
assessment, land restoration, decommissioning 
and closure planning, risk assessment as well as 
facilitation and preparation of Management Plans. 
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Stephen has also worked as a regulator within the 
NSW Department of Planning, Industry and 
Environment, which included post approval 
reviews, Policy reforms and Major Project 
Assessments. Stephen also has a range of 
experience undertaking compliance reviews, 
environmental compliance audits and supporting 
environmental compliance needs for a wide range 
of major projects and operational industrial 
facilities. 

ADDITIONAL AUDIT PROJECT SUPPORT  

Helena Howell  
Principal Consultant - 
Environmental 
Management, Permitting & 
Compliance 
Mackay 

Project Director / QA/QC

 

Bachelor of Science 
(Australian Environmental 
Studies) 

Helena joined SLR in 2023 and, as a Principal 
�&�R�Q�V�X�O�W�D�Q�W�����E�U�L�Q�J�V���Z�L�W�K���K�H�U���R�Y�H�U���������\�H�D�U�V�¶���S�U�D�F�W�L�F�D�O��
experience in both site based and corporate 
environment positions across mining, minerals 
processing, construction and manufacturing sites. 
She has more than 10 years direct operational 
experience in coal and metalliferous mines both 
open cut and underground and understands the 
nature of the risks and management strategies 
inherent to such operations. 
�+�H�O�H�Q�D�¶�V���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H���L�V��
complemented by her project management skills 
which have been developed whilst delivering 
complex programs of work, specifically in the 
mining, manufacturing, and linear infrastructure 
sectors.  Examples include the timely delivery of 
land access and environmental approvals function 
for a national construction program and, the timely 
delivery of legislative reforms including, conducting 
legislative reviews and stakeholder engagement, 
submission of legislative amendments to 
Queensland Cabinet for consideration, and 
implementation of subsequent amendments. 
As a consultant, Helena has delivered several 
PRCPs and major EA Amendments for high profile 
sites across Queensland and has been involved in 
compliance and approval processes within the 
mining and construction industries within 
Queensland, Western Australia and the Northern 
Territory. 

Isabella Farina  
Project Consultant �± 
Environment, Management, 
Permitting & Compliance 
Townsville 

Project Support  

 

Bachelor of Science 
(Zoology & Ecology) 

Isabelle has been a part of the environmental 
management, permitting and compliance team at 
SLR since July 2023. During this time, she has 
had the opportunity to develop her skills within a 
mix of industries including mining and 
infrastructure.  
As part of her experience within SLR she has 
developed knowledge of relevant environmental 
legislation and acoustics monitoring practices to 
support projects such as, EA amendments and 
applications, compliance audits, mine closure 
planning, management plan creation and 
approvals registers for works. She has also gained 
experience with a range of programs such as R 
Script and ArcGIS Pro. 



 

 

 



 

 

Appendix C  DCCEEW Audit 
Request  & Audit 
Approval s 



 
 

DCCEEW.gov.au 
John Gorton Building, King Edward Terrace, Parkes ACT 2600 Australia 

GPO Box 3090 Canberra ACT 2601 ABN: 63 573 932 849 
 

OFFICIAL 

OFFICIAL 

Our reference: EPBC 2019/8413 
Belinda Parfitt  
Principal Environment & Community  
Stanmore IP South Pty Ltd 
PO Box 635 
MORANBAH QLD 4744 
 
Dear Belinda 

Direction to conduct Independent Audit - Issac Downs Project, near Moranbah, Queensland                   
EPBC 2019/ 8413 

I am writing in relation to the Issac Downs project, which was approved on 26 May 2021 under the 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act), with 34 conditions of approval 
(EPBC 2019/8413).  

The Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water (department) requests that an 
independent audit of compliance with the conditions of the EPBC 2019/8413 approval be undertaken.  

Condition 30 of the approval states that the approval holder must ensure that independent audits of 
compliance with the conditions are conducted when requested in writing by the Minister.  

The Audit Scope and Audit Criteria must cover project activities and requirements of the conditions of 
approval during the period from 9 August 2022 to the end of the audit.  

I request that you provide the name and qualifications of the proposed auditor to the department no later 
than 20 business days from the date of this letter. It is your responsibility to ensure the auditor is 
independent as defined by your conditions of approval and in accordance with the attached Independent 
Audit and Audit Report Guidelines.    

If you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact Keith Horwood at audit@dcceew.gov.au. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Kim Morgan 
A/g Director Environmental Audit  
Compliance and Enforcement Branch  
1 August 2025 
 
Attachments: 
Attachment A �t EPBC 2019/8413 Varied conditions of approval 
Attachment B �t Independent Audit and Audit Report Guidelines 



 

 
 

DCCEEW.gov.au 
John Gorton Building, King Edward Terrace, Parkes ACT 2600 Australia 

GPO Box 3090 Canberra ACT 2601 ABN: 63 573 932 849 
 

OFFICIAL 

OFFICIAL 

Our ref: EPBC 2019/8413 
Belinda Parfitt 
Principal Environment & Community 
Stanmore IP South Pty Ltd 
PO Box 635 
MORANBAH QLD 4744 
 
 

Dear Belinda 

Approval of Audit Criteria and Methodology �t Isaac Downs Project, near Moranbah, Queensland            
EPBC 2019/ 8413 

I refer to your correspondence dated 7 October 2025, submitting the audit criteria and methodology for the 
independent audit of the Isaac Downs Project (EPBC 2019/8413). I note the project was approved under the 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) on 26 May 2021.  

I acknowledge receipt of the details of the nominated audit team of Anna Cochrane and Stephen Shoesmith 
from SLR Consultancy Australia Pty Ltd.  

I approve the audit criteria and methodology prepared by SLR consultancy Australia, and request that you 
submit the independent audit report to the Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and 
Water by no later than 2 February 2026. I look forward to receiving a copy of the audit report.  

 
If you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact Keith Horwood at audit@dcceew.gov.au. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Thomas Long  
Director Environmental Audit 
Compliance and Enforcement Branch 
10 October 2025 
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Isaac Downs 2025 EPBC Independent Audit Photolog  

Photo 1: Neighbouring property with disturbance  (10 December 
2025) 

Photo 2: Mine Water Dam (10 December 2025 ) 
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Photo 3: Isaac Downs ROM (with rehab in the foreground) (10 
December 2025 ) 

Photo 4: Isaac Downs ROM Dam 1 (10 December 2025 ) 
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Photo 5: Isaac Downs ROM Dam 1 (10 December 2025 ) Photo 6: Revegetation on slope  at Isaac Downs North West 
Dump (10 December 2025 ) 
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Photo 7: Isaac Downs ROM Dam 2 (10 December 2025 ) Photo 8: Drain  Isaac Downs Mine Affected Water Drain (10 
December 2025 ) 
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Photo 9: Monitoring camera for drain  (10 December 2025 ) Photo 10: Area with vegetation boundary marker  near topsoil 
stockpiles  

(10 December 2025 ) 
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