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4. PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

4.1 Background 

Stanmore ID Extension Pty Ltd (ID Extension), a wholly owned subsidiary of Stanmore Resources Ltd 
(Stanmore), proposes to develop the Isaac Downs Extension (IDE) Project (the Project). The Project will 
extend the life of mining operations at Isaac Plains Complex (IPC) through the development of an open 
cut coal mine pit and associated infrastructure, primarily mining metallurgical (steel making) coal. 
Approximately 46 million tonnes (Mt) of run of mine (ROM) coal will be mined over 15 years, at a rate of 
approximately 2 ς 4.5 million tonnes per annum (Mtpa). 

IPC comprises Isaac Downs Mine (IDM) and Isaac Plains Mine (IPM), operated by wholly owned 
subsidiaries of Stanmore, Stanmore IP South Pty Ltd (IP South) and Stanmore IP Coal Pty Ltd (IP Coal), 
respectively (refer to Figure 4-2). 

The Project adjoins IDM and will be integrated into IPC (refer to Figure 4-2) with ROM coal washed at the 
IPM coal handling and preparation plant (CHPP), shared mine infrastructure area (MIA) at IDM, and 
connecting infrastructure such as water management infrastructure and power supply.  

The Project is located in the Bowen Basin of central Queensland approximately 15 km southeast of 
Moranbah and 150 km southwest of Mackay (Figure 4-1)Σ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ ƳƛƴƛƴƎ ƭŜŀǎŜ όa[ύ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ 
areas shown in Figure 4-2.  

Mining of ROM coal at IDM is expected to ramp down between 2026 and 2028, with Project construction 
commencing late 2027 / early 2028 and ROM coal extraction in 2029. The IPC workforce will transition to 
IDE as mining ramps down at IDM and IPM, and ramps up at IDE. The Project, being an extension of mining 
activities at IPC, is therefore important to ensure a near steady state workforce across IPC beyond 2027 
and 2028. 
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Figure 4-1 Project Regional Location 
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Figure 4-2 Project Location 
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4.2 Project Proponent 

The proponent for the Project is Stanmore ID Extension Pty Ltd, a wholly owned subsidiary of Stanmore. 
¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƻƴŜƴǘΩǎ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ŀǊŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ƛƴ Table 4-1.  

Stanmore is an Australian Stock Exchange (ASX) listed Australian company which, through various 
ǎǳōǎƛŘƛŀǊȅ ŜƴǘƛǘƛŜǎΣ ƻǿƴǎ ƳŜǘŀƭƭǳǊƎƛŎŀƭ όǎǘŜŜƭ ƳŀƪƛƴƎύ Ŏƻŀƭ ƳƛƴŜǎ ŀƴŘ Ŏƻŀƭ ƳƛƴƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ƛƴ vǳŜŜƴǎƭŀƴŘΩǎ 
Bowen Basin including IDM, IPM, South Walker Creek (SWC) Mine, Poitrel Mine, Millennium Mine, Eagle 
Downs project and Lancewood project. 

Table 4-1 Proponent Details 

Name Address Contact Information 

Stanmore ID Extension 
Pty Ltd, ACN 685 301 231 

Level 32, 12 Creek Street Brisbane,  
QLD, 4001 

GPO Box 2602, Brisbane QLD 4001 

office@stanmore.net.au 

4.3 Project Overview 

The open cut mining methods for the Project will be similar to those at IDM, including: 

¶ clearing of vegetation, stripping and stockpiling of topsoil 

¶ drilling and blasting of pre-strip overburden1 

¶ removing the pre-strip overburden using mining equipment at IDM being a dragline and / or truck 
and shovel fleets and / or dozers 

¶ drilling and blasting of overburden 

¶ drilling and blasting of pit floor for geotechnical stability to allow for in-pit dumping 

¶ overburden removal using the existing dragline at IDM and / or truck and shovel fleets 

¶ coal mining using excavators 

¶ formation of out of pit and in-pit overburden dumps as mining progresses  

¶ progressive rehabilitation of overburden dump areas.  

wha Ŏƻŀƭ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ wha Ŏƻŀƭ ǇŀŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /Itt ŀǘ Lta ŦƻǊ ǿŀǎƘƛƴƎΣ ǳǘƛƭƛǎƛƴƎ 
existing haul roads at IPC and new haul roads, including a bridge across the Isaac River, constructed in the 
Project area. The dragline will be walked from IDM to the Project via a temporary crossing of the Isaac 
River. 

A satellite go line and crib area will be constructed at the Project, with the existing MIA at IDM continuing 
to service Project activities. 

¢ƘŜ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŦƻǊ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊƛŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ Ǿƛŀ L5aΩǎ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǊƻŀŘ ŀƴŘ 
new internal roads connecting with the Project, utilising the bridge to be constructed across the Isaac 
River. ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎŜŎƻƴŘŀǊȅ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǊƻǳǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ {ǘŀƴƳƻǊŜΩǎ 
Eagle Downs project, utilising new and existing roads to connect with the Peak Downs Mine Road. 

During operations, levees will be constructed to protect the open cut pit area from flooding of the Isaac 
River, Cherwell Creek and Conrock Gully up to a 0.1% annual exceedance probability (AEP) (1:1,000 year) 
flood event. Conrock Gully will be diverted around the active mining areas into the Isaac River, with the 
diversion remaining post mining. Any residual void remaining post mine life will not be located within the 
extent of 0.1% AEP flood event. 

 
1 TƘŜ ǘŜǊƳǎ ΨƻǾŜǊōǳǊŘŜƴΩΣ ΨǎǇƻƛƭΩ ŀƴŘ ΨƳƛƴŜ ǿŀǎǘŜ ǊƻŎƪΩ ŀǊŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǎȅƴƻƴȅƳƻǳǎƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ 9L{Σ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊōǳǊŘŜƴΦ  
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A mine affected water dam will store water from the pit, ROM pads, go line and crib area, with the ability 
ǘƻ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊ ƳƛƴŜ ŀŦŦŜŎǘŜŘ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǘƻ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ L5a ŀƴŘ Lta ǿƛǘƘƛƴ Lt/Ωǎ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜŘ ǿŀǘŜǊ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ 
system, thereby enabling the balancing of water supply and demand. Sediment water drains and dams 
will be constructed to capture runoff from overburden dumps. Clean water drains and dams will be 
constructed to separate clean water from mine affected water and sediment water. 

IPC has access to external raw water supplied from Sunwater and has excess storage capacity for water 
ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ƳƛƴŜŘ ǾƻƛŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŀƳǎΦ !ǎ ǘƘŜ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ ǿŀǘŜǊ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜŘ into 
the rest of IPC, it is anticipated that water supply will be available during dry periods, and storage capacity 
will be able to receive any excess water during wet periods. Therefore no new sources of water supply 
will be required.  

Topsoil stockpile areas will be used for storage of topsoil that has been stripped from mining and 
infrastructure areas, for future use in rehabilitation. 

Power for the dragline will be supplied to the Project via powerline connections with existing power 
supply at IDM. The Project may require additional linear infrastructure at IDM to facilitate the extension 
of IDM mining activities to the Project, however this will be within areas authorised for disturbance. 

The proposed Project layout, four mining lease application (MLA) areas and proposed disturbance area 
are shown in Figure 4-3. The proposed disturbance allows for working and construction areas within and 
around proposed Project activities and infrastructure. The area of the four MLAs is 2,707 ha and the 
proposed disturbance area is 2,080 ha. The disturbance area has been refined to minimise and / or avoid 
sensitive ecological features (e.g. habitat for listed threatened species and riparian areas). There are an 
additional 2.5 ha of disturbance on IDM ML 700046 (see Figure 4-3) for Project linear infrastructure in 
areas not already authorised for mining activities.  

The Project operational workforce will be similar to, but lower than that for current operations at IPC, 
with around 300 - 400 workers, compared to around 400 - 450 workers. Approximately 100 ς 150 workers 
will be engaged at the Project for infrastructure construction. The Project, being an extension of mining 
activities at IPC, is therefore important to ensure a near steady state workforce across IPC beyond 2027 
and 2028. 

Workforce accommodation arrangements will continue in a similar manner to those for the current IPC 
workforce, being a mix of residences in Moranbah and other local or regional towns, and mine 
accommodation villages in the region. Through the Project, Stanmore will continue to support local and 
regional suppliers and contractors, providing additional economic benefits and employment in the region.  

The Project is not proposing any novel or unproven resource extraction process, technology or activity. 
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Figure 4-3 Project Layout and Disturbance Area  
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4.4 Project Location 

4.4.1 Regional Project Location 

¢ƘŜ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ƛƴ {ŜŎǘƛƻƴ 4.1 and shown in Figure 4-1 and Figure 4-2.   

4.4.2 Local Project Location and Mining Lease Application Areas 

¢ƘŜ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ MLA areas are shown in Figure 4-4. TƘŜ ΨtǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŀǊŜŀΩ ƛǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ MLA boundary areas; 
ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ ŘƛǎǘǳǊōŀƴŎŜ ŀǊŜŀ ǿƛƭƭ ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ ōŜ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ a[! ōƻǳƴŘŀǊȅ ŀǊŜŀǎΦ Figure 4-4 
shows: 

¶ Lt/Σ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ a[!ǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ Lt/ 

¶ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀƴǘŜŘ a[ǎ ŦƻǊ ƴŜŀǊōȅ ƳƛƴŜǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ {ǘŀƴƳƻǊŜΩǎ tƻƛǘǊŜƭ aƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ 9ŀƎƭŜ 5ƻǿƴǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ  

¶ LǎŀŀŎ wƛǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ /ƘŜǊǿŜƭƭ /ǊŜŜƪ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ŀǘ ƻǊ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ a[! ōƻǳƴŘŀǊƛŜǎ 

¶ Conrock Gully, a defined drainage feature under the Water Act 2000 (Water Act) upstream of 
Project mining activities, bisecting the MLA boundaries. 

The Project is located immediately south of IDM with the MLA boundaries abutting the IDM ML 700046 
ōƻǳƴŘŀǊȅΦ L5aΩǎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ a[ǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƎǊŀƴǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƳƛŘ-2021 with mining commencing 
shortly thereafter. ROM coal from IDM is transported to the IPM CHPP for washing.  

¢ƘŜ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ a[!ǎ ŀǊŜ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǳƴŘŜǊƭȅƛƴƎ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǇŜǊƳƛǘ ŦƻǊ Ŏƻŀƭ ό9t/ύ трр ƻǿƴŜŘ ōȅ IP Coal, and 
on mineral development licence (MDL) 277 and EPC 548 owned by Anglo Coal (Grosvenor) Pty Ltd (Anglo 
Coal) and Exxaro Australia Pty Ltd (Exxaro). A subsidiary of Stanmore, and Anglo Coal and Exxaro, executed 
an agreement in September 2024 giving Stanmore the right to conduct exploration activities (including 
environmental studies) and apply for MLs over part of MDL 277 and EPC 548. 

The Project has the potential for cumulative impacts with other mines and projects shown on Figure 4-2 
and Figure 4-4: 

¶ IPM, IDM and Poitrel Mine, active open cut coal mines operated by Stanmore subsidiaries 

¶ Millennium Mine, inactive open cut coal mine operated by a Stanmore subsidiary 

¶ Eagle Downs mine ς an underground coal mining project proposed by a Stanmore subsidiary that 
has not commenced mining 

¶ Winchester South mine ς an open cut coal mining project proposed by Whitehaven Coal that has 
not commenced mining 

¶ Caval Ridge / Peak Downs / Peak Downs East mine ς active open cut mines operated by BHP, its 
subsidiaries and partners 

¶ Moranbah South project ς an underground coal mine proposed by Anglo Coal and Exxaro that has 
not commenced mining. 

4.4.3 Overlapping Tenements 

Figure 4-5 shows non-ƳƛƴŜǊŀƭ ǘŜƴŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻǾŜǊƭŀǇǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ a[! ōƻǳƴŘŀǊȅ ŀǊŜŀǎΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŎƻƳǇǊƛǎŜ 
exploration tenements only (i.e. no production tenements): 

¶ Authority to prospect (ATP 1103) ς CH4 Pty Ltd (a subsidiary of Arrow Energy) 

¶ Exploration permit geothermal (EPG) application 2047 - Australis Energy Pty Ltd. 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻ ǇŜǘǊƻƭŜǳƳ ƭŜŀǎŜǎ ƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǘŜƴǳǊŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǾŜǊƭŀǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ a[! 
boundary areas. The proponent has engaged with the overlapping tenement holders in accordance with 
requirements of relevant resource legislation. 
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4.4.4 Properties and Sensitive Receptors 

Table 4-2 and Figure 4-6 describe and show property boundaries within and adjoining the MLA 
boundaries. The Project area is largely located on Winchester Downs station (Lot 8 SP277834), but also 
has overlaps with a State Reserve (Lot 9 GV33) which has grazing rights for the owners of Winchester 
Downs, a local road used to access parts of Winchester Downs, the Isaac River and Cherwell Creek. 
Winchester Downs station is a pastoral operation with the land within the MLA areas primarily used for 
grazing. The State Reserve is a nominated stock route, although this is disconnected from other stock 
routes in the region. A water supply pipeline, associated with supply of water to Olive Downs Mine, is 
located within the State Reserve and local roads on the south side of Cherwell Creek (i.e. the only 
intersection with Project infrastructure is the secondary access road on MLA 700083). 

The ƴƻƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ a[!ǎ from the Peak Downs Highway intersects Lot 5 GV132 
(Wotonga), a freehold property. Stanmore has existing relationship and agreements in place the owners 
of Wotonga, as IDM is located on Wotonga. 

The potential for any previous land use (i.e. past land uses unrelated to the Project) to have affected or 
contaminated the land is assessed in Chapter 7. 

There is a single sensitive receptor (Winchester Downs homestead) within approximately 5 km of 
proposed mining activities, as shown on Figure 4-6. Other sensitive receptors, within approximately 10 
km of the Project area are shown in Figure 4-7.  

Table 4-2 Properties within the Project Area 

Lot and Plan Tenure Owner 

8 SP277384 
(Winchester 
Downs) 

Freehold Private landowner 

9 GV33 Reserve, with purpose of 
ΨŎŀƳǇƛƴƎΣ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǊƻŀŘΩ ŀǎ ŀ 
stock route 

State Owned 

B GV33 (on Lot 9 
GV33) 

Lands Lease Lease held by owner of Lot 8 SP277384 
(Winchester Downs) for grazing purposes 

A GV33 (on Lot 9 
GV33) 

Permit to occupy Permit to occupy held by trustees of estate for 
former owner of Lot 8 SP277384 (Winchester 
Downs) for grazing purposes 

Isaac River Boundary watercourse State Owned 

Cherwell Creek Boundary watercourse State Owned 

Road Local road (segment 
37555066), for access to parts 
of Winchester Downs  

Isaac Regional Council 

4.4.5 Native Title 

The Barada Barna Aboriginal Corporation (BBAC) is the registered native title holder recognised for the  
land. Figure 4-8 shows properties where the Department of Natural Resources and Mines, Manufacturing, 
and Regional and Rural Development (DNRMMRRD) mapping indicates native title is not extinguished. 
Native title exists over areas of the Isaac River, Cherwell Creek and within a stock reserve located to the 
southwest of the Project. A native title agreement will be required with the BBAC prior to the grant of 
MLs. 
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Figure 4-4 Local Project Location 
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Figure 4-5 Overlapping Tenements 
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Figure 4-6 Properties and Sensitive Receptors 
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Figure 4-7 Sensitive Receptors 
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Figure 4-8 Native Title 

 












































































































